














Section 6. Remedies. 

(a) The provisions of this ordinance may be asserted as an affirmative defense in an unlawful 
detainer action. 

(b) If a landlord attempts to recover possession or recovers possession of residential real 
property or commercial real property in violation of this ordinance, retaliates against a 
tenant for the exercise of any rights under this ordinance, or attempts to prevent a tenant 
from acquiring any rights under this ordinance, the tenant may institute a civil proceeding 
for injunctive relief, money damages of not more than three times actual damages 
(including damages for mental or emotional distress), and whatever other relief a court 
deems appropriate. If damages are awarded for mental or emotional distress, the award 
shall only be trebled if the trier of fact finds that the landlord acted in knowing violation 
of or in reckless disregard of the provisions of this ordinance. The prevailing party shall 
be entitled to reasonable attorney's fees and costs pursuant to order of the court. 

Section 7. Supersedes. This ordinance supersedes Ordinance No. 2021-11. Ordinance No. 
2020-14 applies to eviction notices, and unlawful detainer actions based on those notices, served 
or filed between March 16, 2020, and May 25, 2020. Ordinance No. 2020-16 applies to eviction 
notices, and unlawful detainer actions based on those notices, served or filed between May 26, 
2020, and July 13, 2020. Ordinance No. 2020-20 applies to eviction notices for residential real 
property, and unlawful detainer actions based on those notices, served or filed between July 14, 
2020, and August 31, 2020. Ordinance No. 2020-20 applies to eviction notices for commercial 
real property (as defined in Ordinance No. 2020-20), and unlawful detainer actions based on 
those notices, served or filed between July 14, 2020, and September 30, 2020. Ordinance No. 
2020-26 applies to eviction notices for residential real property, and unlawful detainer actions 
based on those notices, served or filed between September 1, 2020, and November 16, 2020. 
Ordinance No. 2020-26 applies to eviction notices for commercial real property, and unlawful 
detainer actions based on those notices, served or filed between October 1, 2020, and November 
16, 2020. Ordinance No. 2020-29 applies to eviction notices, and unlawful detainer actions 
based on those notices, served or filed between November 17, 2020, and January 31, 2021. 
Ordinance No. 2021-04 applies to eviction notices, and unlawful detainer actions based on those 
notices, served or filed between February 1, 2021, and March 22, 2021. Ordinance No. 2021-11 
applies to eviction notices, and unlawful detainer actions based on those notices, served or filed 
between March 23, 2021, and June 21, 2021. 

Section 8. Applicability. Government Code section 8634 authorizes the Board of Supervisors 
to promulgate countywide orders and regulations necessary to provide for the protection of life 
and property during a local emergency. Pursuant to Government Code section 8634, the 
regulations in this ordinance shall apply to cities within Contra Costa County and unincorporated 
Contra Costa County. To the extent that the governing body of a city enacts an ordinance or 
adopts a regulation that governs the subject matter of this ordinance, that city ordinance or 
regulation shall supersede this ordinance within that jurisdiction. 
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Section 9. Severability. If any provision or clause of this ordinance or the application thereof to 
any person or circumstances is held to be unconstitutional or to be otherwise invalid by any court 
of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect other ordinance provisions or clauses or 
applications thereof that can be implemented without the invalid provision or clause or 
application, and to this end the provisions and clauses are declared to be severable. The Board of 
Supervisors hereby declares that it would have adopted this ordinance and each provision thereof 
irrespective of whether any one or more provisions are found invalid, unconstitutional, or 
otherwise unenforceable. 

Section 10. Declaration of Urgency. This ordinance is hereby declared to be an urgency 
ordinance necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety of the 
County. The facts constituting the urgency of this ordinance's adoption are set forth in 
Section 1. 

Section 11. Effective Date. This ordinance becomes effective immediately upon passage by 
four-fifths vote of the Board of Supervisors. This ordinance shall expire and be repealed as of 
September 30, 2021, unless shortened or extended by the Board of Supervisors based on the 
existence of a local emergency. 

Section 12. Publication. Within 15 days after passage, this ordinance shall be published once 
with the names of the supervisors voting for and against it in the East Bay Times, a newspaper 
published in this County. 

PASSED ON June 22, 2021, by the following vote: 

AYES: John Gioia, Candace Andersen, Diane Burgis, Karen Mitchoff, Federal Glover 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

ATTEST: MONICA NINO, 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
and County Administrator 

By: 
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